Why do I need these activities?
1 They promote a sociable atmosphere, and research shows that adults learn better and are more
likely to stick to their course when the group dynamic is strong.

2 People are far more likely to retain words and phrases they’ve used themselves in context than
ones they’ve seen or heard passively.

3 When concentrating on exchanging specific information, learners will quickly lose any selfconsciousness and inhibitions they might have.

4 Repetition is vital to retaining language … but it can be tedious. During these activities key
language elements have to be repeated in an interesting and natural way to communicate the
required information.

5 The activities allow an element of choice in the language used and are structured to prepare
learners for the unpredictability inherent to language. They also provide the opportunity to
include additional vocabulary relevant to the class.

6 Realising that, even at this early stage, he/she can communicate information successfully,
entirely in Italian, promotes a great feeling of achievement in the learner and offers immediate
confirmation of progress.

7 Adults tend to lead busy lives and, given that many classes take place in the evening, may well
be tired and stressed before they even start the class. On a purely practical level therefore, it
makes sense to add variety and interest to the lesson and to ensure people participate in a
sociable, motivating learning experience.
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How to use the activities
The following guidelines are to help you, the tutor, make the most of the classroom activities that
accompany Talk Italian. Please feel free to print out these guidelines and the classroom activities
that follow, but make sure you have read the terms and conditions for their use set out in the legal
statement below.
About the activity sheets and cue cards/worksheets
The following is a guide to the information presented on the activity sheets:
P

learners work in pairs

G

learners work in small groups

C

whole class works together

Page numbers refer to the section of Talk Italian covering the basic language needed for the
activity. Many of the activities also provide an excellent opportunity to extend the language
covered in the book and to give additional vocabulary relevant to members of the class.
Where worksheets and/or cue cards are provided, this is indicated under the heading Materials.
These are photocopiable Adobe® Acrobat® Reader files for use in the classroom. If Acrobat Reader
is not currently installed on your computer, you can download it free of charge from the Adobe
website at http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html.
Getting the most from the activities
Before starting an activity, make sure that:
o

your learners are thoroughly familiar with the language they will need to use.

o

the room layout allows people to move around freely and to talk to one another easily.

o

everyone knows exactly what they are meant to be doing.

o

they know why they are doing it. Adults new to language learning may be unaware of the
learning potential of interaction and see it as a distraction.

o

you set the context convincingly and bring the situation to life, whether learners are finding
information or acting a role.

During the course of the activity, monitor closely and:
o

praise often to promote confidence.

o

encourage good pronunciation right from the start.

o

use your judgement as to when to correct mistakes and do so constructively and tactfully.

o

don't let the activity go on too long even though some learners inevitably take longer than
others to achieve a task.
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At the end of the activity, reinforce learning with feedback:
o

Summarise the task, reinforcing the language used and discussing any common mistakes.
It may also be appropriate to bring in some additional vocabulary.

o

Generate a sense of achievement by pointing out to your learners that they have achieved
the task successfully, using Italian.

o

On assessed courses, encourage them to file relevant documentation in their portfolio.

o

Encourage them to reflect on their learning and, individually, to focus on the final page of
the relevant Talk Italian unit and evaluate their progress.
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Legal statement
Access to and use of this site is provided by BBC Active subject to the following Terms
and Conditions.
Use of this site constitutes your acceptance of these terms and conditions which take effect on the
date which you first use the site. BBC Active reserves the right to change these terms and
conditions at any time by posting changes online. You are responsible for reviewing regularly
information posted online to obtain timely notice of such changes. Your continued use of this site
after changes are posted constitutes your acceptance of this agreement as modified by the posted
changes.
Material may not be copied, reproduced, republished, downloaded, posted, broadcast or
transmitted in any way except for your own personal use as a tutor. Any other use requires the
prior written permission of BBC Active. You agree not to adapt, alter or create a derivative work
from any of the material contained in this site or use it for any other purpose other than for your
personal use as a tutor. You agree to use this site only for lawful purposes, and in a manner which
does not infringe the rights of, or restrict or inhibit the use and enjoyment of this site, by any third
party. Such restriction or inhibition includes, without limitation, conduct which is unlawful, or which
may harass or cause distress or inconvenience to any person, and the transmission of obscene or
offensive content or disruption of normal flow of dialogue within this site.
This site and the information, names, images, pictures, logos and icons regarding or relating to
BBC Active and/or the BBC, its products and services (or to third party products and services), is
provided "AS IS" and on an "IS AVAILABLE" basis without any representation or endorsement
made and without warranty of any kind whether express or implied, including but not limited to the
implied warranties of satisfactory quality, fitness for a particular purpose, non-infringement,
compatibility, security and accuracy. In no event will BBC Active and/or the BBC be liable for any
damages including, without limitation, indirect or consequential damages, or any damages
whatsoever arising from use or loss of use, data, or profits, whether in action of contract,
negligence or other tortious action, arising out of or in connection with the use of the site. BBC
Active does not warrant that the functions contained in the material contained in this site will be
uninterrupted or error free, that defects will be corrected, or that this site or the server that makes
it available are free of viruses or bugs or represents the full functionality, accuracy and reliability of
the materials. The names, images and logos identifying the BBC, BBC Active or third parties and
their products and services are proprietary marks of BBC, BBC Active and/or third parties. Nothing
contained herein shall be construed as conferring by implication, estoppel or otherwise any licence
or right under any trade mark or patent of BBC Active, the BBC or any other third party.
If there is any conflict between these Terms and Conditions and rules and/or specific terms of use
appearing on this site relating to specific material then the latter shall prevail.
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If any of these Terms and Conditions should be determined to be illegal, invalid or otherwise
unenforceable by reason of the laws of any state or country in which these Terms and Conditions
are intended to be effective, then to the extent and within the jurisdiction which that Term or
Condition is illegal, invalid or unenforceable, it shall be severed and deleted from this clause and
the remaining terms and conditions shall survive, remain in full force and effect and continue to be
binding and enforceable.
These Terms and Conditions shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of
England and Wales. Disputes arising here from shall be exclusively subject to the jurisdiction of the
courts of England and Wales.
If these Terms and Conditions are not accepted in full, the use of this site must be terminated
immediately.
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